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MANAGE YOUR FINANCES

FreshBooks
FreshBooks is a the #1 cloud-based 
accounting solution that allows small 
business owners to send invoices and 
get paid online.

Visit website

QuickBooks
QuickBooks is the leading accounting  
software that takes care of invoicing,  
payments, and payroll. It offers both 
on-premise or cloud-based solutions. 

Visit website

Expensify
Expensify allows you to easily track, 
organize and manage expenses, both 
online or through the mobile app.

Visit website

Ballpark
Thousands of small businesses use  
Ballpark to send invoices, receive  
payments, bid on projects, and keep  
their team on the same page.

Visit website
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SECURE BENEFITS AND PAYROLL

Zenefits
Zenefits is a free cloud-based platform 
that allows employers to manage all their 
HR-related activities - including payroll, 
benefits, compliance, and more - on a  
single dashboard.

Visit website

TriNet
TriNet offers small to medium sized 
business a full-service solution to payroll, 
health benefits, and human capital man-
agement.

Visit website

ZenPayroll
ZenPayroll is a comprehensive payroll 
service enabling businesses to set up 
and run payroll from any web-enabled 
device.  

Visit website
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CALCULATE COSTS

How much to build an app?
Calculate the cost of building a mobile 
application before you get started.

Visit website

App vs. Website?
Determine whether you should build an 
app or a website based on your objectives 
and available resources. 

Visit website

WSJ Startup Calculator
This calculator helps you stay on top of 
cash flows by walking you through the 
process of calculating startup expenses, 
estimating the value of existing assets, 
and projecting recurring costs.

Visit website

5



SEEK FINANCIAL ADVICE

Speak to Your Bank
When starting a business, people often overlook one 
of the most obvious resources: your bank. Don’t forget 
to reach out to your bank and ask for more information 
about business loans or ask to be connected with a local 
small business expert who can support you throughout 
your startup journey.

Small Business Administration
The U.S Small Business Administration is an independent 
agency of the federal government, established to help 
Americans start, build, and grow businesses. The SBA has 
spearheaded countless initiatives, including Startup  
America, which is dedicated to expanding access to capital 
for high-growth startups and increasing entrepreneurship 
education and mentorship programs across the country. 
Check out their website for more information and resources. 

Friends and Family
If you are hoping to raise a relatively small amount of  
money (up to $250,000) to get your business off the 
ground, consider a Friends and Family round. The benefit 
of this approach is that it is often a lot easier to raise 
money quickly and allows you to share your journey with 
those closest to you. But be careful... mixing business with 
pleasure is always complicated. A word of advice: keep 
it simple, make sure you draw up official legal contracts, 
and only raise money from those who can afford to lose it.
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EXPLORE ALTERNATIVE FUNDING

Kickstarter
Kickstarter is the world’s largest  
crowdfunding platform for creative projects.

Visit website

Indiegogo
A crowdfunding platform that helps  
entrepreneurs raise funds and boost awareness, 
with a mission to empower everyone to change 
the world, one idea at a time.  

Visit website

AngelList
AngelList is democratizing the investment 
process by connecting entrepreneurs, 
investors, and job seekers on a single  
platform. They are focused on seed and 
early stage venture investments.

Visit website

CircleUp
CircleUp is an online marketplace that 
links accredited investors with consumer 
product and retail companies.

Visit website
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Credits

By showcasing the tools and hacks that young 
entrepreneurs are relying on to create and launch companies, we 

hope these resources will be of value for anyone - from college 
students to Fortune 500s - with a visionary idea. 

This guide is adapted from a larger e-book, originally 
created by Purpose Generation in partnership with 
Wells Fargo. You can find the full Startup Resources 

e-book here.

Cover and chapter illustrations: TNKR Design

© 2015 Purpose Generation LLC 
We’ll spare you the legal mumbo jumbo. But please don’t share 
this book or rip off any content or imagery in it without giving 

us appropriate credit and a link.
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